
enormity against common sense and female delicacy is perpetrated.Sincerely shall we rejoice to find that we have been misinformed by the
reports in question.

BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, JANUARY 30, 1839

MEDICAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY IN CHINA

A medical gentleman of Boston has placed in our hands a pamphletwith the above title, containing also an " Address, with minutes of pro-
ceedings ;" together with several copies of the Chinese Repository—the object being to make us acquainted with the benevolent efforts
which are making in a distant part of the globe by missionary physicians.
The Chinese are most wretchedly served by the native practitioners,

who being ignorant of the circulation of the blood, and unacquainted
with the anatomy of the human body, are wholly unfit to prescribe medi-
cine. In surgery they absolutely know nothing, if reliance is to be
placed on the representation of those who have had opportunities for
investigation.
On the 21st of February, 1838, not quite a year ago, a public meeting

was called by T. R. Colledge, Esq., and the Rev. P. Parker, at Canton,for the purpose of organizing a Medical Missionary Society, which seems
to have been a considerable time in contemplation. The object in
view by the Society is to encourage gentlemen of the medical profes-
sion to go to China and practise gratuitously among the people, by afford-ing the usual aid of hospitals, medicines and attendants. From the very
beginning, the support or remuneration of medical men was not contem-plated by the association. Persons subscribing fifteen dollars annually,
are members during the continuance of the subscription ; donors to the
amount of one hundred dollars at one time, are members for life ; anddonors of five hundred dollars at a time, constitute the directors for life.Not far from nine thousand dollars have thus far been subscribed.
'Before the formation of the Society, it seems that Mr. Colledge wasthe owner of a medical establishment at Macao, for it was resolved " thatthe said building be accepted by this Society, on the liberal terms ofMr. Colledge's offer—and that the trustees be authorized to take the

necessary steps for the transfer of the property."One individual who has given a decided character to the institution,
and whose name has been widely circulated as a bold and successful
practitioner, is the Rev. Peter Parker, an American Missionary. His mot-to, like that of his Christian associates, is " heal the sick." " We have
called ours a missionary society," say the committee appointed to drawup an address, " because we trust it will advance the cause of missions,
and because we want men to fill our institutions, who, to requisite skilland experience, add the self-denial and high moral qualities which areusually looked for in a missionary. Men of eminent qualifications andtried character are ¡„dispensable for the successful prosecution of thework. b urther—» By the employment of such an agency, the way will
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be paved to a higher place in the confidence and esteem of the Chinese,
which will tend to put our commerce and all our intercourse with this na-
tion upon a more desirable footing, and to open avenues for the introduc-
tion of those sciences and that religion to which we owe our greatness—
by which we are enabled to act a useful part in this life, and which fit us
for the enjoyment of a better life hereafter."

In the appendix—for we are drawing liberally from printed docu-
ments—it is said, " In further illustration of our views, we would
here premise, that in order to the success of the object contemplated,
those who engage in it must not receive any pecuniary remuneration; the
work, throughout, must be, and appear to be, one of disinterested benevo-
lence. It is indispensable that the men who shall conduct the institu-
tions be not only masters of their profession, and conciliating in their
manners towards all classes, but judicious men—thoroughly imbued with
the spirit of genuine piety, ready to endure hardships and to sacrifice
personal comfort, that they may commend the gospei of our Lord and
Saviour, and so co-operate in its introduction among the millions of this
partially civilized, yet mysterious and idolatrous empire."

Thus far these quotations are introductory to a series of remarks on
the ophthalmic hospital of Canton, to be noticed the coming week.

" Birds of America."—The 4th or last volume of Mr. Audubon, with
additional plates, and the 4th volume of " Ornithological Biography, illus-
trated by 39 engravings on wood," have been sent for the library of our

General Court, for the Salem Athenseum, for our University, and for the
Society of Natural History. Mr. A. states, " I had been obliged to in-
troduce a number of species of birds into one and the same plate, but in
a manner as seemed best to accord with the affinities of the species. In
August, 1836, the well-known zoologist, Thomas Nuttall, had arrived in
Philadelphia from a journey over the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific
Ocean, accompanied by J. K. Townsend, M.D. Nuttall, in his zeal for the
furtherance of science, and in the generosity of his noble nature, gave
to me, of his ornithological treasures, all that was new, and inscribed in
my journal all the observations which he had made relative to the rare

species which were unknown to me. All this information I have pub-
lished. I had access to the collection sent by Dr. Townsend, who was

yet on the shores of the Columbia. I have now published such of the
species as proved to be new. He returned, next year, after four years
absence, with a second collection, containing several rare and new birds,
which I received only a few weeks before my plates were finished. He
was extremely desirous that everything new or rare belonging to our
Fauna, should be given to me. What was I to do ?

-

Publish them, to
be sure, to the best of my power. Could the ' Birds of America ' be
finished when new species were undescribed in my hands ? All that
was in my power has been accomplished. All Dr. T.'s species, and
some received through other channels, have been published. To him I
am indebted for the valuable notes which he has forwarded to me."

Mortality in 1838.—In Baltimore the deaths were 2691. Of these, 1433
were males, and 1238 were females. Six hundred and seventy-two were
colored persons : 146 were slaves. A white woman died at the great
age of 105 years ; a free colored woman at the age of 103 ; and a white
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man, at 101. Consumption, as usual, was the most predominant cause
of death—410 having died of that disease ; of cholera infanturn, 199 ;
scarlet fever, 141 ; intemperance, 57 ; stillborn, 215 ; infantile diseases,
535—an appalling number;—but still worse, in this age of vaccination,
71 died of smallpox !

In Bristol, R. I., only 64 deaths occurred in 1838—36 males and 28
females. The greatest mortality in any month was 14, in October.

In New York the whole number of deaths in the year 1838, was 7533;
being 679 less than in 1837. By consumption, 1225 ; marasmus, 470 ;
cholera infanturn,437 ; convulsions, 638 ; dropsy on the brain, 368. Of
the whole number deceased, 3801 were white males, 3105 white females,
313 colored males, 315 colored females. Under 5 years of age, 3836
(more than half), without including still-births. Only one reached the
age of 100.

Dr. Fletcher's Double Truss.—Below is a representation of the instru-
ment without covering, in order to show more perfectly the different
parts and their modus operandi.

A, the rotary wheel on the under side. B, a small screw which fasten»
the rotary wheel. C, a short steel spring connecting the pad to the ro-
tary wheel. D, the pad, which is convex on the side next the body. E
a brass nut, which fills three offices—holds the cover to the spring, holdsthe spring to the brass, and serves as a knob for the end of ihe longstrap which goes round the body. F, a screw which increases the pres-sure upon the pad as desired. G, a small screw and nut fixing the end ofthe right spring to either of the holes, as represented. I, a loop rivetedto the hinge part. J, the double hinge. K, the slaught in the end ofthe spring. L, a small nut which holds the brass to the spring M thecircle in which the pad will move when the small screw, B, is taken'out.N, the end of the spring after passing through the loop.It will readily be seen that the hinge on the backside will allow of mo-
tion in walking, which will be a source of great comfort to the patient;and that the size of the spring may be varied, and thus fit different per-sons, and yet, when fixed, be perfectly firm. The slauo-ht in the end of
the spring allows the pad to be moved along the groin a'rid be made per-manent at any point ; and by removing the screw ß the pad performs a
revolution. Still further, in the short steel spring to which the pad is
joined are three holes ; thus there is a circle within a circle, until youhVe J66

•

erent sizes- Consequently there is not a spot in the groinDerm^nMl^"8^1^ aPPears> uPon wh¡ch the pad may not be placed and
permanently fixed. One other advantage which this instrument has over
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others, is that when fitted to the desired spot, the pressure may be in-
creased as gradually as desired.

Infantile Diseases.—The treatise of M. Billard on infantile diseases,
which we announced in a late number of the Journal, as being in the
press, by Geo. Adlard, of New York, will shortly after be followed by a

translation, by Dr. Stewart, of that of M. Berton, D.M.P., on children,
from the period of dentition to puberty. This work, which has been
published in Paris, with notes by M. Baron, is, like JVI. Billard's,
founded on a great number of clinical, physiological and anatomical ob-
servations, and is intended to extend the system adopted by M. Billard
to the whole period of childhood. These two works will contain a vast
amount of important facts in this highly interesting department of medi-
cal practice, not to be found in any other treatise.

Students of Medicine in Harvard University.—By a recently published
catalogue, it appears that the whole number of gentlemen attending the
medical lectures in Boston, the present season, is eighty-five. The
character of the lectures gives the highest satisfaction to all who have
the privilege of pursuing their medical studies in this long-established
school.

Medical Society of the District of Columbia.—At a meeting of the
Medical Society of the District of Columbia, held at the City Hall on
the 7th instant, the following officers were elected for 1839 :—President,
Frederick May, M.D. ; 1st Vice President, Alex. McWilliams, M.D. ;
2d do. Nathl. P. Causin, M.D. ; Recording Secretary, Richmond John-
son, M.D. ; Corresponding do., Thomas Sewall, M.D. ; Treasurer,
James C. Hall, M.D. ; Librarian, Thomas Miller, M.D. Examiners.—
Thomas Sewall, M.D., J. G Hall, M.D., and Noble Young, M.D., for
Washington City ; N. W. Worthington, M.D., Georgetown ; O. Fair-
fax, M.D., Alexandria. The following gentlemen were unanimously
elected honorary members of the Society. John S. Spence, M.D., from
Maryland ; Louis F. Linn, M.D., from Missouri ; Luther Reily, M.D.,
from Pennsylvania ; William Taylor, M.D., from New York.

A Chinese Medical Maxim.—In the illustration of duties by the phi-
losopher Tsang, it is thus written. " The faithful minister whose prince
is sick and requires medicine, will first taste of it himself; when the pa-
rents need medicine, the son will first try it himself. And they will not
take medicine of one who has not been a successful practitioner for a

long time."

Cyst in the Breast of a Female.—May 20, 1838, M. Velpeau discharged,
cured, a young woman of twenty-five years of age, from his wards. She
had been there during the last five weeks on account of a small tumor
occupying the upper part of the left mammary gland. Before operating
he considered that its nature was fibrinous, and probably originating m

an extravasation of blood, but afterwards it was found to be an osseous
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cyst, full of a gelatinous fluid. The wound was longitudinal, and in the
same course as the fibres of the great pectoral muscle. Velpeau con-
sidered the case as rather rare, and that there was no reason to expect a

return of the disease.—London Lancet.

Tumor of the Left Spermatic Cord.—A youth, 18 years of age, was
admitted May 16. There is a tumor occupying the left spermatic cord,
which, he says, has been visible only during the last eight days. It is
now of the size of a hen's egg. It is a cyst, but as to its contents Vel-
peau can only guess. It may be serum, but it is not transparent to the
transmitted light of a candle. It may be an abscess, but then there are
no collateral signs of such an affection. It is situated about midway be-
tween the external abdominal ring and the testicle, and is unconnected
with either. The patient is in good health in all other respects.

22. To-day Velpeau made a puncture into the tumor with a lancet ;
a quantity of clear and thin aqueous fluid issued. Compresses of Gou-
lard water.

24. The tumor is forming again ; injected to-day with tincture of
iodine.

3f. There is a large, doughy, heavy tumor in the situation of the sac
of the hydrocele.June 8. Discharged cured. There is still a considerable hardness in
the situation of the hydrocele.—Ibid.

Medical Miscellany.—In the city of New York one thousand dollars
have been appropriated for the Northern and Eastern Dispensaries. A
pamphlet is about being issued in that city, relating to the Kappa Lambda
Association.—Mr. Combe's lectures are spoken of highly at Philadelphia.
—A mad elephant was poisoned at Berlin, lately, with Prussian blue, in the
presence of a great number of physicians. The poor animal sank after
two hours' suffering.—A queer book by Mr. Walker, entitled intermar-
riage, has appeared in England—an edition of it would sell well in
America.—Beck's Elements of Medical Jurisprudence has reached a
sixth edition in London, with notes by Drs. Dunlop and Darwell.—Beau-
tiful copies of the latest works of Portal, the great surgeon of Palermo,have reached this country.—One of the botanic quacks, at Philadelphia,by the name of Chauncy, has been convicted of murder in the second
degree. Nixon and Armstrong were also arrested, but were acquitted.The crime was procuring an abortion, which killed both mother and child.
—Dr. Kimball has been appointed physician for the northern and Dr.
Bartlett for the southern district, in the city of Lowell.—Dr. Colledge,President of the Medical Missionary Society of China, left Boston last
Week, on a voyage to England.—Professor A'. T. Thomson has found much
advantage from the use of elaterium in cases of hypertrophy of the heart.
—In cases of deafness arising from deficient secretion the following
formula has been used with benefit : Creosote, 1 drachm ; oil °f a'~
monds, 4 drachms. Mix ; a little to be inserted in the meatus night and
morning, with a camel-hair brush.—Mr. Guthrie of the Westminster
Ophthalmic Hospital, in order to ascertain whether an instrument to be
employed in excising the eye is keen and well set, employs the following
test: a piece of fine kid-skin is to be penetrated by the knife ; if no
sound be created in the incision then the instrument is fit for service,but if the slightest noise be perceived, it must be laid aside.
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Notice.—Twenty-seven numbers will be given in this volume of the Journal,
in order that the commencement of the new one may correspond, in date, with
that of the first volume.

Died,—At Ashford, Ct, Dr. Joseph Palmer, 60.—At East Hartford, Ct., Dr.
William Cooley, 57.—At Framingham, Ms., Charles Walker, M.D., 32, late of
Boston.—At Cape Elizabeth, Me., Dr. Hosea L. Cushman, late of the U. S. A. in
Florida, 31.
Whole number of deaths in Boston for the week ending Jan. 26, 32. Males, 15—females, 17.

Of consumption, 3—drowned, 1—wounds, I—scarlet fever, 8—infantile, 2— scald, 1—dropsy on
the brain, 2—apoplexy,2—lung fever, 1—bilious fever, 1—croup, 1—introsuscepliun, 1—inflamma-

tion of the lungs, J—erysipelas, 1—stillborn, 1.

MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SOCIETY.—COUNSELLORS' MEETING.
A stated meeting of the Counsellors of tho Massachusetts Medical Society will be hulden at their
room, at the Boston Athenteuni, Pearl Street, on Wednesday, February (ilh, at 11 o'clock, A. M.

J. 30—1 S. D. TOWNSEND, Recording Secretary.

ORTHOPEDIQUE INFIRMARY
FOR THE TREATMENT OF SPINAL DISTORTIONS, CLUB FEET, ETC.

At 65 Belkkap Street, Boston. Patients from a distance can be accommodated with board in the im-
mediate neighborhood. JOHN B. BROWN, M.D., Surgeon.

We the subscribers approve of Dr. J. B. Brown's plan of an infirmary for the treatment of Spinal
Affections, Club Feet, and other Distortions of the human body, and will aid him by our advice
whenever called upon.

John C. Warren, George Hayward, Edward Reynolds, Jno. Randall, J. Mason Warren, John Jef-
fries, John Humans, U. S. Perry, W. Channing, George C Sliattuck, J. Bigelow, Enoch Hale, W.
Strong, George Parkman, D. Humphreys Slorer, George VV. Otis, Jr., VVinslow Lewis, Jr., J. H.
Lane, Edw. Warren, Geo. B. üoane, John Ware, George Bartleu, John,Flint.Boston, August 1, 1838. tf. J

NEW LEECH ESTABLISHMENT.
The medical profession are hereby informed that the subscriber has made such arrangements that he
will be able to supply them with the best Foreign Leeches, at the lowest market price. They will be
safely put up in boxes, with the clay ill which they were imported. Physicians may be certain that
careful attention will be given to their orders. SETH W. FOWLE,

Oct. 17—lyeop 33 Prince St. corner of Salein St. Boston.

VACCINE VIRUS.
Physiciaks in any section of the United States can procure ten quills charged with Pure Vaccihb
Virus, by return mail, on addressing the Editoi of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, enclosing
one dollar, post-paid, without which no letter will be taken from the post office. Oct.2

PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION.
The subscribers ate associated for the purpose of giving a complete course of medical instruction.
Their pupils will have regalar access to the medical and surgical practice of the Massachusetts Gen-
eral Hospital. They will be admitted, also, to the practice of the House of Correction, which con-
stantly presents a large number of important cases, and whereopportunilies will be afforded for ac-
quiring a practical knowledge of compounding and dispensing medicines. They will be furnished
with opportunities for the study of Practical Anatomy, not inferior to any in the country. To the
pupils, particularly to (hose in the last year of their professional studies, facilities will be afforded Co1
acquiring a personal acquaintance with private medical and obstetric practice, instiuction by exami-
nations or lectures will be given in the different branches of medical studies, during the interval be-
tween the public lectures of the University. Books, and a room with fire and lights,will be furnished
to the students at the expense of the instructers. GEORGE C. SHATTUCK,

WALTER CHANNING,
JOHN WARE,

Oct 31—eptf • GEORGE VV. OTiS, Jr.
WINSLOW LEWIS, Jr.

AMERICAN MEDICAL ALMANAC.
American Medical Almanac, for 1839—designed for the daily use of Physicians, Surgeons, SludenWi
and Apothecaries ; being, also, a genera! Medical Directory of the United Slates. By J. V. C. S"",iôM.0„ Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. Published by Marsh, Capen & Lyon, '*»

Washington street, Boston. J 16.

THE BOSTON MEUICAL ANO SURGICAL JOURNAL Is published every Wednesday, MJ
1). CLAPP. JR. at 184 Washington Street, corner of Fianklin Street, to whom all communient'0"
must be addressed,putt-paid. It is also published in .Monthly Parts, each Part containing the we*0 a
numbers of the preceding month, stitched in a cover. J. V.C. SMITH, M.D. Editor.—Price *•? " e(j
vearin advance. «3.50 after three months,and $4,00 if not paid within the year.—Agents al'0

^
every seventh copv ¡ratis—Orders from a distance must be accompanied by payment in advan ,

satisfactory reference.—Postage the same as for a Newspaper.
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